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Adobe Acrobat has always been the standard for providing a digital bridge between desktop
publishing and the Internet or corporate Intranets. Acrobat’s native portable document format (PDF)
enables documents to be electronically published without losing their original textual and design layout.
PDF files may now be created directly from Corel WordPerfect or Microsoft  Word or another
business application by simply invoking the normal print function. The generated Acrobat PDF files
echo the appearance of the corresponding original documents including page layout, font selection,
graphics, and images. PDF files are inherently compressed and are readily distributed across the
Internet or among law firm Intranets and the like. Adobe has seamlessly integrated the viewing of PDF
files directly into popular Web browsers such as Microsoft Internet Explorer and Netscape Navigator.
Moreover, PDF documents may be imbedded into browser-ready (HTML) pages. Acrobat provides a
convenient way to easily attach even multi-faceted  documents to E-mail messages with virtually no
sacrifice in the layout and font-selection regardless of the fonts available on recipients’ desktop.

Adobe accomplishes its astounding font assurance discipline in three alternative ways.  First,
standard fonts such as Times Roman and Helvetica are built into every PostScript printer and into every
copy of Acrobat. Second, for relatively small documents, substitute synthetic fonts are provided to
emulate the appearance of a diversity of fonts using built-in panoply of serif and sans serif fonts. This
emulation generally preserves the spacing, stroke attributes, and alignments to accurately reproduce
documents of varying complexity. Third, for documents of unlimited size, embedded fonts are provided
for actually storing the original fonts within the PDF file. Acrobat embeds PostScript and TrueType
fonts such that any resolution and size scaling may be achieved. For particularly large or complicated
documents, Acrobat affords the option to reduce PDF file  size and performance by embedding only
the characters invoked in such documents, using font subsets. Acrobat achieves its quintessential
electronic publishing via Distiller, Exchange, Catalog, Capture, and Reader modules which ship
together. Acrobat Reader is freely available throughout Cyberspace for downloading and for encoding
PDF files.


